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CHAIRVAN SMTH.  All right. W are going to call the
Judicial Merit Selection Comm ssion to order and
we're going to first receive a notion from Vice
Chai rman Rankin to go into executive session.

Al in favor say aye.
(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Al'l opposed.

(No replies are heard.)
EXECUTI VE SESSI ON

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. M. Mlver noves that we
come out of executive session. Al in favor say
aye.

(Ayes are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH.  Al'l opposed.

(No replies are heard.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH: W’ re now out of executive session.
And let ne state for the record, that while we
were in executive session, no votes were taken
and no matters were decided. Judge, how are your
doi ng today?

JUDGE TI FFANY: Good nor ni ng.

CHAI RMAN |'s your m crophone on?

JUDGE TI FFANY: Ch, yeah.

CHAI RVAN.  Make sure it’s on. And guess what, | don't

have mne on so we'll nake two of us.
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sworn, testifies as foll ows:

JUDGE TIFFANY: How s that? How s that? Ckay.

CHAIRMAN SMTH.  All right, Judge Tiffany. | see you
brought a guest today. Do you want to introduce
the guest to the Comm ssion?

JUDGE TI FFANY: This is ny husband Peter Tiffany, of
twenty-six years.

CHAIRVAN:  All right, Peter, welcone.

THE HONORABLE KATHERI NE HALL TI FFANY, being duly

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Before you, Judge Tiffany, you have
your PDQ personal data questionnaire, and your
sworn statement. Are both those documents that
you have submtted to the Conm ssion?

JUDCGE TI FFANY:  Yes.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Both of themcorrect?

JUDGE TI FFANY: On nunber one on ny PDQ our Famly
Court address has changed. | believe | did
notify my screening attorney of that information
and -- let me see. |'Il nake sure of one thing.
Let’s see if | can find the correct nunber.
During ny interviewwth M. Triplett -- oh,
nunber forty-seven. | was informed that a search
-- apparently a public record search indicated
that | had been naned as a defendant in two cases

in federal district court but as | infornmed M.
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Triplett |I have never been served with these
actions so | actually don't really know anything
about them

CHAIRVMAN SM TH And | presune those are a the pro se
| awsui ts agai nst the judge for some reason

JUDGE TI FFANY: Yes, yes. Yes.

CHAIRVAN SM TH Okay. Al right. Qher than those
two, do you have any ot her anendnents or corrects
that you need to add?

JUDGE Tl FFANY: No, sir.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  All right. Do you have any objection

to us making those as exhibits to your sworn testinony

here today?

JUDCGE TI FFANY: Absolutely not.

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Al right. Hearing no objection we
hand those to Lindi and they wll beconme exhibits
to your sworn testinony today. Judge Tiffany,
the Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion has
t horoughly investigated your qualifications for
the bench. Qur inquiry is focused on the nine
eval uative criteria. In addition, we've included
a ball ot box survey, a thorough study of your
application materials, verification of your
conmpliance with state ethics | aws, search of

newspaper articles in which your nane appears,
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study of previous screenings and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. There have been
no affidavits filed in opposition to your

candi dacy and no witnesses are here to testify.
Do you wish to make a brief opening statenent to
t he Conmmi ssion?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 1 was marked for identification

purposes - (17 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Katherine Hall Tiffany.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 2 was marked for identification

purposes - (5 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

Kat herine Hall Tiffany.)

JUDGE TIFFANY: Only to say it's -- five and a half
years has flown since |’'ve been back here and it
has been ny very great pleasure and honor to have
served these last -- | guess it is about five and
a half years.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Okay. Well thank you very nmuch. And
I’mgoing to have to -- |’ve got another neeting
so I'’mgoing to relinquish the chair to Senator
Rankin and then will you answer any questions
that your screening attorney may have for you?

JUDGE TI FFANY: Absolutely. Good to see you

JUDGE Tl FFANY - EXAM NATI ON BY MR. TRI PLETT:

Q Good norni ng j udge.
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Good norni ng.

Judge Tiffany, after serving for five and a half
years on the Famly Court why do you want to
continue serving as a Famly Court judge?

Wll to -- | guess to reiterate and maybe add to
what ny response was on ny personal data
questionnaire, when | was el ected al nost six
years ago | felt strongly that | was prepared for
this position. | spent twenty years in private
practice and | can’t imaging having served

wi t hout those twenty years behind ne. Wat |
have found in the |ast five years has been work
t hat has challenged ne, it has notivated ne.
There were things that | was prepared
substantively for, things that | have |earned
since |’ve been on the bench. Wat |'’malso very
conscious of every day is that our society is
ever changing. People are getting nore
complicated. Society is getting nore
conplicated. Relationships are getting nore
conplicated. And | think that the systemw ||
only continue to nanage the case load if there

are judges that are conpletely dedicated to what

they want to do. | believe with every part of ne
that | was neant to do this. | want to do this.
Garber Reporting

info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Page 11

| have enjoyed every second of it no matter the
restrictions on ny personal life or ny tine or
even the struggles that | have faced in making
sone deci sions, which are hard to nmake. So that
Is -- | want to serve as long as | am found
qualified and nom nated to serve.

Judge Tiffany, what do you think your reputation
I's anong attorneys that practice before you?

| think first and forenost they’' Il say that |I'm
t horough. | am prepared when | conme in. |
review every case file before | take the bench.

| think they will -- would say that | hold them
to the standards to which they' ve been educat ed
and trained. But at the sane tine ny hope is,
and | think they'|Il, say that at the sanme tine |
tenper what ny expectations are with fairness.
Everyone gets an opportunity to be heard. | read
everything they present to nme. | give everyone
an opportunity to present their client’s case.
But at the sanme time | am conscious of the fact
that | have to nove cases along. So | hope that
the reputation is one of fairness and conpassi on
where it is appropriate but preparation and
efficiency and decision nmaking when it is

required.
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Judge Tiffany, the Comm ssion received 399 ball ot
box surveys regarding you with 38 additional
comments. The ball ot box survey for exanple
contained the followi ng positive comments, “G eat
j udge, excellent tenperanent, and legally sound
reasoning. W’'re lucky to have her on the bench.
Fair, firm efficient. Judge Tiffany is a real
work horse. She’s always well prepared. She is
direct and to the point while not being harsh
wth the awers or litigants. A good judge.”
Three of the witten coments expressed concerns.
One coment expressed concern about your

t enperanment towards attorneys that occasionally -
- and that you occasionally show bias in your
courtroom \at response would you offer to

t hese concerns?

So obviously | don’'t know the context when that -
- fromwhich that comment was raised. | don't
har bor any bias towards anyone. People cone in
the courtroomand it is the facts that | consider
not the people. In terns -- | don't know that

t here was anything specific on deneanor, but as
to bias | can only say that everyone cones in on
the sanme footing and everyone | eaves havi ng been

given the same opportunity.
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Q
MR. TRIPLETT: | would note that the Upstate G tizens

Ckay. Anot her conmment expressed concern that it
appears that you don't |ike your job. What
response woul d you offer to that concern?

| can’t think of anything that is nore
contradictory to who | am (Qoviously | take that
seriously. | think -- but | think everything

el se that the Comm ssion woul d have obtai ned
during their investigation would be contradictory
to that. | take great pride in ny job. | took
great pride as a |awer, as a judge. | approach
every day with the sane energy and hopeful ly even
nore energy than | did the day before. | suppose
-- do | take pleasure in seeing people at their
worst? Absolutely not. Do | take responsibility
for making the decisions that have to be nade?
Absolutely. But | treasure the opportunity. And
| can only say that | have no idea what woul d
have pronpted that comment. But | will take it
as this. Aremnder that | set for nyself every
day. How can | do better every day? And | wll
take that as a rem nder that not only should |
feel gratitude but | will appreciate -- | wll
express it when | can.

Thank you, Judge Tiffany.
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Conm ttee found Judge Tiffany qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The Commttee found her well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial

t enper anent .

And for a few housekeepi ng issues, Judge Tiffany
since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conmm ssion regarding
your candi dacy?

No.

Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the Ceneral
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

| have not.

Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f or

are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene

Garber Reporting
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in this process on your behal f?

A No.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina code 8§ 2-19-70(E)?

A | have.

MR TRIPLETT: | would just note for the record that

any concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today. Wth
that, M. Chairman, | have no further questions.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. Judge Tiffany,
wel cone.

JUDGE TI FFANY: Good nor ni ng.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And |, of course, net you here,
| " ve never appeared before you. But ny nenory is
that you ran not once, not tw ce, but three
times?

JUDGE TI FFANY: Three tines, yes.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  For the seat that you now hol d?

JUDGE TI FFANY: | did.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And you have held that seat
for?

JUDGE Tl FFANY: About five and a half years.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Do you |ike your job?

Garber Reporting
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JUDGE TI FFANY: | do.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Do you | ove your job?

JUDGE TI FFANY: | do.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And | would submt to you that
in-- simlarly to your comment that that
negati ve seens to be an outlier. You do enjoy an
I ncredi ble reputation with how you conduct your
busi ness. One particular comment | thought odd
but perhaps telling that you over-anal yze and you
are legalistic inon the little and the big. And
SO0 you obviously take seriously what is before
you.

JUDGE TI FFANY: | do.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You nentioned the changes now
In society, relationships, etcetera.

JUDGE Tl FFANY: Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  How does that bear out in your
courtroonf

JUDGE TI FFANY: Well, | think technology in terns of
conmuni cati on between parties it’s inpacted
evidence. W’'re dealing with social nedia in
terms of evidence. |’mconstantly -- | shouldn’t
be, but |I’mconstantly surprised by what people
are willing to put out on what is the equival ent
of a billboard.

Garber Reporting
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Can’t hide stupid, is that the

l'ine?
JUDGE TI FFANY: Well, no. Just -- | think
rel ationships are just -- relationships are

different. There are relationships that are
marital relationships and issues that go with
marital relationships. There are non-marital
relati onships and issues that go with those.
There are third parties that are -- we have not
only parents with custody of children, third
parties, related third parties, who are invol ved
in the custody and raising of children. W have
foster parents, we have non-related third
parties. W have assets that are no | onger what
you can see and what you can touch but assets
that frankly I'"'mstill |earning about. This
whol e Bitcoin thing. |I'mstill |earning about
that . But assets that you just have to
understand but you can’t necessarily visualize.
So | think but never -- | wll never stop trying
tolearn. And | will never stop trying to
understand and do the very best that I can. And
there mght -- there will be days when | don’t
get it quite right, or the best that | can. But

| " mgoing to cone back the next day and |’ m goi ng

Garber Reporting
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You’ ve been asked to apportion
a Bitcoin yet?

JUDGE TI FFANY: Not -- well |I’ve had it at a tenporary
hearing and | had to -- | listened to the

VI CE

JUDCGE TI FFANY: No they did not. They said sonething

VI CE

JUDCGE TI FFANY: This is ny husband.

VI CE

JUDGE TI FFANY: W did, we did.

to do whatever | can to do better.

argunents and then | had to ask, could sonebody
pl ease explain to me how you negotiate Bitcoin.
CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Did they hand you a wallet?

about a code and you have to -- and so | -- we --
| " ve had many conversations about that and |
understand there's other crypto-currencies. You
know, at first | thought well that just sounds
crazy but then sonebody very intelligent
explained to ne that the stock market is not
necessarily -- it’'s basically a promse or a
guess of what you could get if you sold it so |
just have to kind of --

CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You’'re pointing back to
sonebody behi nd you. You may have i ntroduced

this person.

CHAI RVMAN RANKIN:  Did y' all introduce him

earlier?

Garber Reporting
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. W' Il talk about

we nicer now? Are we -- it’s an odd question to
you but.

JUDGE Tl FFANY: You nean as a society? No. | don't
think we are, and that’'s a shane. | think -- |

Et hereum and Dogecoins in a nonent. So in terns
of the Bar though, and litigants other than

uni que attributes of social nedia and assets, are

don’t mean to sound curt about that but | do very
much feel in ny court roomvery often a | ot of
anger, a lot of inpatience with each other. Now
obviously |’ m seeing people at the point where
they can’t resolve their differences. |’ msure
there are a nunber of people that very
successfully resolve their differences but |
think that social nedia -- | think frankly the
whol e Covid situation has really frayed people’'s
enotions. | think we are constantly having to
assess where boundaries are between people as
famlies, as parents. So I wish we could be
nicer. And | try to be nice to everyone that
cones in nmy courtroom Represented,
unrepresented. People m ght not necessarily

| eave happy with the result but what | hope is

that they |leave satisfied that they were heard.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. All right.
Questions? Ms. Hope Bl ackl ey.

MS. BLACKLEY: Hey, Judge Tiffany.

JUDGE TI FFANY: Good nor ni ng.

MS. BLACKLEY: Good to see you

JUDGE Tl FFANY: Good to see you.

M5. BLACKLEY: Your reputation precedes you and | just
wanted to go on record of having worked with you
and | was the forner clerk and enjoyed our tine.

JUDGE TI FFANY: I n Spartanburg.

MS. BLACKLEY: In Spartanburg, yes.

JUDGE Tl FFANY: They don’t send ne there enough.

MS. BLACKLEY: They don’t send you there enough, well
| " msure they would | ove to have you if they
could send you but | saw Paul Wckensiner’s
letter, who | respect trenendously, and he is a
personal and professional friend of mne and |
called himnmy nmentor, one of ny nentors. So that
speaks vol unes because he is so reputable. But
t hank you for what you do and everything you' ve
just expressed is so true.

JUDGE Tl FFANY: Thank you.

M5. BLACKLEY: | think a Famly Court judge is one of
t he hardest jobs going around now wi th everything

that goes on in Famly Court. And | just wanted
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to put on record, | want to thank you for what
you do.
JUDGE TI FFANY: Well thank you, | appreciate that.
MS. BLACKLEY: |’'ve been very pleased with your work.

JUDGE TI FFANY: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Senat or Tall ey.

SENATOR TALLEY: Thank you M. Chairnman, Judge
Ti ffany, good norni ng.

JUDCGE TI FFANY: Morning, Senator.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Not so nmuch a question but just
a few comments. To echo what M. Triplett said
and obviously |I’ve been in your courtroom several
times and you are very thorough. You are detail-
oriented. That is appreciated to know that you
take the tine to read what we prepare and submt
on behalf of clients. And | think it’s telling,
t oo, when we | ook at the ballot box survey and
since you’ ve been serving al nost six years and
t he nunber of people that responded only two
found you unqualified or thought that you were
unqualified in judicial tenperanent. That kind
of mrrors that there were three negative
coments as well. So | just commend you for the
job you' re doing. You have a great persona in

the courtroom You can smle at ne when you're
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ruling against ne just |ike you can conduct a
courtroomin the way that it should be done. So
|”mglad you are willing to continue serving.
You' re an asset to the Famly Court.

JUDGE TI FFANY: Thank you, Senator.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Last -- any comments? |’
close it out with one nore and that about another
letter offered in your candidacy and this is from
a person you’'ve worked with twenty years in the
nmock trial field.

JUDGE TI FFANY:  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You're not doing that just for
the billboard or the show or the election.

That’s a long tinme bit of service and that is
greatly appreciated by the fol ks there at Furman,
Sso.

JUDCGE TI FFANY: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Unless there are
ot her questions, Judge, this will conclude this
portion of our screening process. You are
famliar, now having done this many tines.

JUDGE TI FFANY:  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN RANKIN:  That we are very -- pay great
adherence to both the letter and the spirit of

South Carolina ethics laws. Any violation or the
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appearance of inpropriety of those will be deemed
very serious. W could call you back, and you
understand this record will not be closed unti
the final record, report of qualifications, is

I ssued, right?

JUDGE Tl FFANY: Yes. | understand.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  You understand that. Al
right. | don't think we'll see you again before
but we w sh you wel|.

(Of the Record)

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N: W're late. But it’s not you,
Judge, that’'s late it’'s us.

JUDGE ROPER: | amperfectly fine to go by your
schedule. [It’'s nice for once not to have the
responsibility for it.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good.

THE HONORABLE KAREN SANCHEZ ROPER, being duly
sworn, testifies as follows:

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN. Al right. You have before you
t he personal data questionnaire and sworn
statenent. Are those ready to be entered into
t he record?

JUDGE ROPER:  Yes, they are, sir.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  No additions that need to be

made?
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JUDGE ROPER. | do not have any corrections or
addi tions.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN RANKIN: Al right. If you'll hand
those to Lindi. You cane in with a security
detail, you want to tell us who that is?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 3 was marked for identification

pur poses - (15 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honor abl e Karen Sanchez Roper.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 4 was marked for identification

purposes - (7 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

Karen Sanchez Roper.)

JUDGE ROPER:  Yes | would. This is ny handsone
security detail, my husband Ken Roper who has
been nmy husband for 27 years now, so he was nice
enough to acconpany ne here today.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN RANKI N:  Ken Roper, welcone. And we’ll
give you the opportunity to wite notes to
Senator Talley to ask questions that you would
have hi mask of your w fe under oath.

JUDGE ROPER. Have to renenber | am under oath, yes.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Maybe Pete Strom woul d be the
closest to you there. Al right. W -- and
you' ve been serving now how | ong?

JUDGE ROPER. Al npst six years. |’ve been doing it

five years now So | was back here running for
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this job for ny initial term about six years ago.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N: Wl cone back. You | ook as
fresh and newto this as you did surely then.

JUDGE ROPER: Wl l, you know, hey, make-up helps. And
-- no, | can honestly say | enjoy this job and it
has been a wonderful five years and | feel very
honored and privileged to be able to have
essentially what has been ny dreamjob. So |
have enj oyed every nonment of it.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. In our
I nvestigation of your re-election for service on
t he bench you know that we focus on the nine
eval uative criteria including the ballot box
survey, a thorough study of your application
materials, verification of your conpliance with
the state ethics | aws, search of newspaper
articles in which your nane appears, study of
your previous screening, and a check for economc
conflicts of interest. No affidavits have been
filed in opposition to your election and no
W t nesses, other than your husband, is here to
testify if he so chooses.

JUDCGE ROPER: He prom sed he woul d be kind.

VI CE CHAIRVAN RANKIN: | will bait himas best | can

but don’t take the bait, sir. You have made a
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brief opening statenent already. | don’t want to
ask -- tell you you can’'t do anot her.

JUDGE ROPER:  No.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  But if you like the floor is
yours otherwise | will turn it over to Haley for
questions of you.

JUDGE ROPER: | am happy to waive that and will be
happy to answer any questions.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN.  Very good.

MS. SYMVES:. Thank you, M. Chairnan.

JUDGE ROPER - EXAM NATI ON BY M5, SYMMES

Q Judge Roper, after serving al nost six years on
the Fam |y Court why do you want to continue
serving as a famly judge?

A Well as | would echo what | said earlier that
this was ny dreamjob and | feel a trenmendous
honor and privilege to be able to serve as a
Fam |y Court judge in the state for the last few
years. And | believe when | was before this
commttee before | enphasized the reason that |
wanted this job was because | thought that it was
a position that | could really have sone inpact
and possibly bring about sone positive changes in
my community. And | still feel that way five

years later. | often tell people that the best
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way to get to know your conmunity is either
serving in the courts or serving in the schools.
You get to see up close and personal what the
strengt hs and weaknesses of your community are.
And each day in court | deal with people that
have a | ot of struggles and those are struggles
rangi ng anywhere fromthe breakup of their famly
to drug addiction, to unenpl oynent, to nental

heal th issues. But then each day | also get to
W tness the strengths of famlies com ng together
to overcone problens. G andparents stepping up
to protect grandchildren happens a lot. People
conpleting their treatnent services and
rehabilitating thensel ves and getting reunified
with their children. Parents going through a
nasty divorce able to set aside their differences
and have a settlenent that they believe serves
the best interest of their children. So | feel a
great responsibility to help shepherd people

t hrough that process and a great satisfaction in
being able to have a voice in that process. And
so | would like to continue it as best | can.
Thank you. Judge Roper, what do you think your
reputation is anong attorneys that practice

before you?
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A

If | had to guess, | think that they would say

that | amfair and that |'mvery organized. | do
like to run on tinme. | like to run ny docket
efficiently. | like it when people are prepared
because | feel |ike those are sone of the things
that | bring to the table. I'mthere on tine
every day, |'morganized and |’ m prepar ed.

know that |’m not always going to rule
necessarily in an attorney’s favor. But |
believe that their feeling of ne would be at
least 1’mgoing to give thema fair opportunity
to argue their case, denonstrate their conpetence
in front of their clients and even if | disagree
wth their position that | do so in a fair and
respectful manner. | hope that's their opinion
of me.

Thank you. Judge Roper, the Conm ssion received
373 ball ot box surveys regarding you with 27
additional coments. The ballot box survey for
exanpl e contai ned the foll ow ng positive
coments, “Karen Roper is an excellent Famly
Court judge. She has great tenperanment, shows
good judgenent and is fair to all parties” and,
“Judge Roper is well respected. She is courteous

and conpassionate. She is extrenely
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know edgeabl e of the |Iaw, she’s a professional,
and is a well respected nenber of the bench.”

And finally, “I really don’t think there is any
Issue too difficult or confusing for Judge Roper
to handle in Famly Court. She manages anyt hi ng
she is handed to decide wth fairness and
patience. The Famly Court is all the better for
having her onit.” Only six of the witten
coments expressed concerns. The first area

i ndi cated that you have a tendency to favor
female litigants. Wat response would you offer
to this concern?

Thank you. 1'mglad to have the opportunity to
respond because | have to say | was very

di sheartened when | saw that comment. And | just
want to make sure that the record on that is
absolutely clear that | do not in any way take
gender into account as a factor in nmy decision
making. | have had litigants and attorneys argue
-- make gender-based argunents to nme before.
Wiich | reject each time on the record and

enphasi ze that that is not a factor in ny

deci sion making. | have had nothers argue that

fathers cannot be parents -- parent conpetently

teenage girls. |’'ve had fathers argue that
Garber Reporting

info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 30

not hers cannot adequately parent teenage boys.
And | disagree whole heartedly with this. On a
personal note, | would say that you know | have
ny husband here with me today. W were | aw
partners for about fifteen years prior to ny
ascending to the bench. And together we raised
two sons. And | would not be here before you
today were it not for his equal contribution in
hel ping rai se our boys and allowng ne to be able
to pursue a career, were it not for his help and
assi stance. And | shouldn’t even say help and
assi stance. He's probably the nore conpetent
parent than | am So | just wanted to strongly
say that it disheartens ne if anyone had that
perception of nme. | know that there are sone old
perceptions that still sonetinmes unfortunately
remain froma tinme back when our courts did have
custodi al preference for nothers. But | wll try
ny best to nmake sure and address that very
specifically and head on at any tinmes in the
future to assure people that that is absolutely
not a factor in my decision nmaking.

Thank you. Judge Roper, the second concern

I ndi cated that you have poor judicial tenperanent

and that you have been inpatient with attorneys
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and litigants. Wat response would you offer to
this concern regardi ng your tenperanent?

| would say |'msure there probably have been
times when I have been inpatient. As | said, |
do like torun on tine. | |like to be organized.
So in cases where we’'re running behind or if
attorneys are not prepared or if alitigant is
bei ng di sruptive there probably have been tines
when | have been inpatient. But | do not think
there has ever been a tine that | ever raised ny
voi ce or displayed any anger. They probably were
just nore feeling ny energy as being a little

| mpati ent on whatever that particul ar occasion
was. So | can certainly take that comment and
take sone hel pful construction fromthat. And
Wil certainly work to be patient. But | do
think that that would be the exception and not
the rule to what ny general tenperanent is.
Thank you. And finally, Judge Roper, one comment
qguestioned your know edge of state | aw and

anot her your know edge of the federal code, the
| RS code in particular. Wat response would you
offer to this concern?

| was not sure what that person was referencing

so I'’mnot really sure which |aws that they are
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Q Thank you, Judge Roper.

M5. SYMMES: | would note that the Upstate Citizens
Comm ttee reported Judge Roper to be qualified in
the evaluative criteria of constitutional
qual i fications, physical health, and nental
stability, and well qualified as to the criteria
of ethical fitness, professional and academ c
ability, character, reputation, experience, and
judicial tenperanent.

Q Judge Roper, since submtting your letter of

concerned about nme not having know edge of. |
Wil say that prior to serving on the bench | was
a famly law attorney for about 22 years and |

represented clients in private divorce and

custody litigation. | was a DSS attorney, | was
a 608 indigent defense counsel. | served as a
guardian ad litem | may not always nake the

right decision in ny cases but | do know the | aw
And so | can’t imagine what the person was
referencing. But | feel conpetent in ny

know edge of famly law. May not get the
decision right every tinme but the lawis

sonething that is nmy guide in all ny decisions.

I ntent, have you contacted any nenbers of the

Conmi ssi on about your candi dacy?
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A No, | have not.

Q Are you famliar with South Carolina code § 2-19-
70, including the limtations on contacting
menbers of the General Assenbly regarding your
screeni ng?

A Yes, | am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f or
are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene
in this process on your behal f?

A No, not at all.

Q Have you revi ewed and do you understand the
Comm ssi ons gui delines on pledging in South
Carolina code § 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes, | do.

Q Thank you, Judge Roper

M5. SYMMES: | would just note for the record that any

concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into

t he questioning today. M. Chairman, | have no
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further questions.

JUDGE ROPER - EXAM NATI ON BY VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:

Q

Ckay. Judge Roper thank you. | was curious
about your response and whet her you woul d hear
the question about the bias against nmen having
custody. |If you're a man serving in the role of
Fam |y Court judge perhaps you are assuned to
have a bias for the man. So it’s a damed if you
do, damed if you don't |I'msure. But howis it
that you put your blinders on effectively a
gender blinder when hearing and wei ghing the
tough case that can’t be worked out in custody?
Sure. And | think that the reason why we have
our statutes, our rules of court and our case |aw
as precedent is to serve as those guide posts for
us. So that we are focusing on the elenents set
forth in the lawthat tell us need to be parts of
our decision, and discarding those things that
may distract us fromwhat the true and just

deci sion should be. Certainly we are all hunman
and every human brings to the table their past
experiences and -- inlife to the table. But
general ly that should be an aid to our decision
making. But trying to relate to the other humans

in the court roomin front of you. And renenber
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that they are generally there on their worst day.
And part of the job is not only to | ook at the
statutes and the laws but to treat people with
conpassi on and enpat hy and respect know ng that
in Famly Court they're there on their worst day.
So what | do is I focus on the |law, use that as
ny gui de post for determ ning what the decision
should be. And then try to use ny personal
humani ty and conpassion for determning what is
the best interest in any given situation.

You practiced famly |law with your husband before
and nmentioned a nunber of years, | didn't pay
attention.

Yes. W were in private practice fifteen years
or so together.

And does your husband still practice in the
famly | aw arena?

Ch, no, he never practiced in famly law, |’ m
sorry, no. He only -- he practiced in crimnal
def ense and governnent | aws, other areas.

Perhaps we really do want hi m passing notes to
M. Strom

That’s right.

So the practice of |aw for those years versus now

the role reversal of dispensing with justice,
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whi ch role do you like better and what did you

| earn fromyour years of practicing that you' ve
put into place?

Yes. Let nme say | |ove being an attorney and |
don’t have any conpl aints about the profession
but | do prefer being a judge. It is -- it’'s a
wonderful job. The people that you get to see,
the citizens fromyour comunity comng into the
courtroom when you’' re presiding over a |ong day
of fifteen-mnute hearings each. | don’t think
you need to be a judge if you don't |ike people.
And if you like people it’'s a job that is very
rewar di ng because you get to see all the citizens
of your conmmunity conme in and try to help them
wth their problems. | also enjoy watching

| awyers present their case. Because | do |ike

| awyers, | married one. And | can relate to

t hose years of trying to run a business and keep
your client base and satisfy your client, do a
good job, all the hours of preparation that you
put into going into a trial. | enjoy watching
attorneys try cases. | try to remenber what it
was like to be in that position and I try to do
what | can do to nake their job easier and not

make their job harder. But | thoroughly enjoy
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bei ng a judge and being able to watch attorneys
do their work every day.

Cases that you've tried, any that have gone up to
the Court of Appeals or suprene?

Yes, yes. | have had a few that have gone up to
the Court of Appeals. | believe one had a hotly-
contested custody case that | was affirnmed on.
Second one, a hotly-contested custody and
contenpt case that | was affirned on but they
nodi fied and they gave nore attorneys fees than |
had awarded. M/ other one | was reversed on. |t
was a termnation of parental rights case brought
by DSS. And that was one of the nobst heart
wenching and difficult cases that | have dealt
wth., It was parents who had been severe drug
addicts for over a decade. They had had their
parental rights termnated to four previous
children. This case was as to their fifth child.
The foster parents were seeking to termnate
their parental rights and adopt this child.

These parents had nmade sone progress but | didn't
find that they’'d made progress enough and |
termnated their parental rights. The Court of
Appeal s disagreed with ne. And that’'s the nature
of the job. | accept that, that the Court of
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Appeal s disagreed. That's my only reversal 1’ ve
had but | still believe that -- | sleep better at

ni ght know ng the decision | nade.

Very good. Last comment fromne. Apparently you
earned accol ades of a former brother of ours in

t he senate, Senator Larry Martin, who
conpl i mented you on your fixing the child support
problem Tell us about that briefly?

Senator Martin may have been too kind in his
words, | doubt that | have fixed the child
support problem

There’s a really small post script that says if
ever due fromany of his famly he’s sure you're
going to be able to collect.

That’s right, that's right.

Real |y smal | postscript, there.

Senator Martin is such a kind man and has been so
kind to both ny husband and nysel f throughout our
times living in Pickens County and even ki nder
than Senator Martin is his wife Susan who taught
both of ny boys in school so we have a | ot of
respect for the Martins. But what he is
referencing, very generously, is that when |
first came to the bench on Pickens County | did

not realize that we conducted our child support
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enforcenent cases differently than the rest of
the state did. |In your first year of being a

j udge they send you traveling around the state so
| got to experience a lot of different counties
and how they handle that. And | realized that
there had been evidently a kind of unwitten rule
i n Pickens County that DSS child enforcenent
personnel were not allowed to negotiate the
arrearages with the parents when they cane to
court. That every single case had to cone before
the judge. So that wound up expending a |ot of
docket tinme on those cases and wound up having a
| ot of people serving jail terns on those cases.
When | realized we were doing it differently than
everybody else, | said let’s try it the way the
rest of the state is doing it. W started doing
t hose negoti ations, they were able to reduce our
docket time dedicated to those cases and have
many fewer people incarcerated for failure to pay
child support as a result. And our clerk of
court told us that our collection nunbers

remai ned the sane. Now then Covid hit, so |

thi nk that our child support nunmbers now have
gone -- the collection has gone way down because

we were not able to have nmass hearings and there
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was a tinme when bench warrants were suspended.
But |’ m hopeful that now that those restrictions
have been |ifted we'll go back to our practice
and get our child support collections back up.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. All right. That's
all the questions | have. (Qhers on the
Comm ssion? M. Bl ackley?

MS. BLACKLEY: | know we don’t know each other but |
have to comment on the child support enforcenent
negoti ations, that is huge. Thank you for
I npl enenting that. | wish we had that across the
board and the sane rules for the entire state.

JUDGE ROPER  Yes.

M5. BLACKLEY: | have sonme very strong opinions about
that and what DSS can do but thank you for
I nplenenting that. It is a -- it saves so nuch
court time --

JUDGE ROPER: It does.

M5. BLACKLEY: -- for the judges to hear other cases
and you're a smart lady to do that so | just
wanted to conplinment you on that. As a forner
Clerk of Court of Spartanburg, yes. That’'s one
of the things we did when | becane and it’'s a | ot
court time.

JUDGE ROPER: Yes. Spartanburg is one of the places
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where | |earned that practice, so thank you for
t hat .

MS. BLACKLEY: Thank you for doing that.

JUDGE ROPER:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. Oher questions?
Senat or Tal | ey.

SENATOR TALLEY: Good norni ng, Judge Roper.

JUDGE ROPER:  Good norni ng.

SENATOR TALLEY: N ce to see you.

JUDGE ROPER:  You too.

SENATOR TALLEY: | don’t expect you to coment on this
but | just wanted to put on the record, based on
the very few negative comments you’ ve received.
| "ve actually been part of two cases that go
agai nst what these comments say that were in your
courtroom One was an out-of-state jurisdiction
case that was being brought to South Carolina.
And your ruling in that case actually favored the
father as a custodial parent so | found that
comment interesting. The second one was a case
that involved sone pretty conplex financial
I ssues involving a fornmer professional athlete
and how noney had been accounted for and things
of that nature. No need to go into the details

here but you even though | didn't |ike your

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 42

ruling, you were right in how you treated those

finances. So, | just found both those comments

based on ny experience before you to be alittle
off base and | wanted to state that on record.

So good to see you and gl ad you want to continue

to serve.
JUDGE ROPER: Thank you, Senator Talley. | appreciate
your comments. It’s always a pleasure to have

you in front of ne.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. M. Roper? Any
guesti ons?

MR- ROPER  Nothing further, thank you.

JUDGE ROPER: So can | object?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You want to object to him not
wanting to ask sonet hi ng?

JUDGE ROPER:  No, no.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKI N:  Your objection is sustained.
Come on down, M. Roper. Al right, Judge, thank
you again. This will conclude this portion of
our screening process. And you know that we keep
the record open --

JUDGE ROPER  Yes, sir.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  -- right, until the final
rel ease of the record of qualifications. You

could be called back to explain in the event of
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any appearance of inpropriety. W take very
seriously both the letter and spirit of the
ethics laws. Any violation of that would be very
seriously considered by us. And so | need you to
acknow edge affirmatively for the record that you
know t hat and you renenber that in your [|ast
screeni ngs.

JUDCGE ROPER: | know that. And I will certainly abide
by all those rules. Thank you very nuch.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. W do not expect to
see you but we have to include that in the
record.

JUDGE ROPER:  Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Roper famly, peace to you,
happy trails back to the upstate.

JUDGE ROPER: Thank you all very much. And thank you
all, | appreciate you all having ne here today.
Thank you for your tine.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  We're off the record.

(Of the record.)

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N:  Judge, wel come. You have
bef ore you your personal data questionnaire and
sworn statenment. Any additions to those that
need to be nade?

JUDGE SALVINI: No, sir.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  If you' Il hand those to Lindi.
You don’t object to thembeing put in the record
do you?

MS. Salvini: | do not.

VI CE CHAI RMAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. You have screened
bef ore.

(Exhi bit Nunber 5 was marked for identification

pur poses - (24 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Jessica Ann Sal vini.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 6 was marked for identification

pur poses - (10 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

Jessica Ann Sal vini.)

JUDGE SALVINI : | have.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And rem nd nme how | ong ago?

JUDGE SALVINI:  Two years ago, two and a half years

ago.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Seens |ike yesterday?
JUDGE SALVINI: It does seem|i ke yesterday, actually.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  The conposition of this
Conm ssion hasn’t changed so wel cone back.
JUDCGE SALVIN : Thank you.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You know that we, in our
I nvestigation of your candidacy for re-election,
| ook at nine evaluative criteria with a

particular attention to the ballot box surveys,
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JUDGE SALVINI: I'mgoing to turn it over to M.

JUDGE SALVINI - EXAM NATI ON BY MR H NSON:
Q
A
Q

study of your application materials, verification
of your conpliance with the state ethics |aws,
search of newspaper articles in which your name
appears, and the study of previous screenings as
well as a check for economc conflicts of
Interest. No affidavits have been filed in
opposition to your election. No wtnesses are
here to testify for you or against you. So the
floor is yours to make a brief opening statenent
if youd like. Oherwise, we'll turnit over to

M. H nson for questions.

H nson for questions for ne. Unless y all want
me to neke a statenment. You have all ny
materials and |'ve seen y'all not that |ong ago,

so I'mgoing to turn it over to M. H nson

Good mor ni ng.

Good nor ni ng.

Judge Salvini, after serving al nost those two
years on the court why do you want to continue
serving as a Fam |y Court judge?

| Tove it. 1’ve had the best time in the |ast
two years. And at first when | knew | was going

to be up for re-election | felt extrenely anxious
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about it and nervous. | was -- | just went
through this process, | got to go through it all
again. But it's actually been the best way for
me to sort of figure out if what I'’mdoing is
good. AmI| meking a difference, is the way I
handl e court, the way | run ny docket, is it

wor king for lawers, is it working for litigants,
does it work for court staff? So this has been a
great way for ne to determne if |’ m doing
sonething wong or if | need to nake a change.

It’s actually been nore rewardi ng than | thought

It was going to be. | nean, | was excited about
doing it. | loved being a city judge, but then
starting inin Famly Court, | nean, it’s been --

| don’t know how el se to describe it but awesone.
|”ve had a great tinme. Even on sone of the

t hi ngs that have been really tough for ne to
handl e. |’ve represented sone juveniles when |
was a | awer but comng on a Famly Court bench
and seei ng how nmany juveniles cone through the
Fam |y Court process charged with crines. | did
my very first waiver hearing where a juvenile was
charged with nurder -- actually did three. They
were charged with nurder, and had to hear those.

And it was just -- it was heart-wenching but it
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made ne feel like | was doing ny job and doing it
well. And so |I'mexcited about continuing. |
feel like |I’ve sort of |anded where |I needed to

be, if that makes sense. From being a | awer for
all those years, being a city judge, and then now
being on the Fam |y Court bench. So I’'m excited
about conti nui ng.

Judge Sal vini, what do you think your reputation
I's anong the attorneys that practice before you?
Ww, that’'s a good question. 1'd like to say
that | think that nmy reputation is that | amfair
and reasonabl e and approachable, that | haven't
forgotten what it’s like to be in the trenches as
an attorney, especially in Famly Court which is
-- I’"’mnot saying it's harder than other
litigation, it’s just people in Famly Court are
going through the worst tinmes of their |ives.
They’'re having a total stranger tell them how
much noney they' re going to get to spend and
have, what -- when they' re going to get to see
their children, if ever. And so |l'd like to
think that | awers feel like | renmenber that and
that |’ m conpassionate for themand their clients
and that | wll go the extra mle if they need

it. If they call ny office -- if tw |awers
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call and say judge we really need to be heard
before Christmas I'’mgoing to get themin no
matter what, if | have to stay late, or cone
early, especially if they' ve got an issue. And |
think that’s across the board. Nobody gets
special treatnent. | think everybody realizes --
and | sit in Geenville, that they can call. If
you've got two lawers to tell nme they got a
maj or problemthat |’mgoing to work themin.
|"mgoing to give y' all exanple. 1’ve got an
adoption hearing comng up, it was set for after
the new year. There are sone speci al
circunstances. | had two |lawers email ny office
say judge can you please? W see you're in
Geenville in the next few weeks, before
Christmas can you please work is us in, docket is
so full. 1’mgoing to hear them next week.

We're going to get themin. | nean that’'s -- and
| like to think that they realize that |I'm

appr oachabl e enough that if they' ve got a
problem they can call.

Judge, the Conm ssion received 400 ball ot box
surveys regarding you with 50 additi onal

comments. The ball ot box survey for exanple

contained the follow ng positive comrents, that
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you were described as an excellent judge, “Treats
litigants even-handedly.” Another said you were
prof essi onal and courteous, another said that you
are a great judge, even tenpered and very
intelligent. “She issues solid decisions.” Only
one expressed a concern. Wile they stated you
are an overall good judge, they believed you
spent too much tine explaining things to pro se
litigants. \What response would you have to that
conment ?

| think that | would |ike to disagree but | think
It cones fromny tinme on the city court bench
where 90 percent of litigants that conme before
muni ci pal court are pro se. They don’t have

| awyers, they don’t understand the court process.
| "msure there are sone attorneys that are tired
of hearing the sane speech that | give to all pro
se litigants before we start a trial or before we
start a tenporary hearing. But in response to
that | find, and hopefully sonme of the attorneys
feel like this is beneficial, that if | start off
the process by explaining to them this is what
the rules are in this proceeding, this is how
we're going to go forward, this is what the

I ssues are, that's all we're focusing on. That
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it’s nore efficient. Mre times than not pro se
litigants will actually agree wth sone of the
things that are being asked for once they
understand what’'s being asked for. And | just
found that it’s -- I’"’mable to nove through the
proceedi ng nuch nore efficiently and that they
know the rule. So that when sonebody objects and
| sustain that objection, I"’mnot getting a | ook
i ke oh nmy gosh, she just cut nme off, | can’'t
explain to you, you know, ny side. They
understand that this is the rules and this is
what we’'re going to do. So, I'msorry that sone
| awers may be tired of hearing the sane speech
over and over again but | do think it’s
beneficial and I'Il take into consideration nmaybe
shortening it a little bit. But it does -- it’s
so hel pful when peopl e understand why they're
there. And the reason for the ruling. So that
then they know what they need to do going
forward. | want everybody that wal ks out of the
courtroomto know, especially at tenporary
hearings, what their rights are, what their
obligation is especially. To their kids as well
as what bills they've got to pay, what they're
supposed to do when they wal k out of if they
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don’t have an opposi ng counsel .

Q Thank you.

MR HINSON: | would note that the Upstate Ctizens
Comm ttee found Judge Salvini qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional
qgual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The commttee found the judge well
qualified in the criteria of ethical fitness,
prof essi onal and academ c ability, character
reputation, experience and judicial tenperanent.

Q | just have a few housekeepi ng questi ons.

A Certainly.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion about
your candi dacy?

A No, sir.

Q Are you famliar with § 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the General
Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, sSir.

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A | have not.
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Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f or
are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene
in this process on your behal f?

A | have not and |I’m not aware of anybody doi ng so.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmmi ssion’s guidelines on pledging and South
Carolina code § 2-19-70(E)~?

A Yes, sSir.

MR HINSON: | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng the candi date were incorporated in the
questioning of the candidate today and with that
| have no further questions.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. Judge Salvini, just

a couple of cooments. One on the back of a
conplaint that you were too -- spent too nuch
time wth pro se litigants. If the pro se
litigants had the opportunity to coment in
bal | ot box surveys undoubtably you would -- so
t he one negative is perhaps an attorney that

m ght need a tine out, whoever that would be.
But | think you have explained it beautifully.
And what an ability to kind of, | guess, endear

yoursel f, make confortable, this process this pro
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se litigant has deci ded whatever reason not to
hire an attorney. And to help them get through
it. Eveninthe limt of what is in context.
That’s a type of service and attitude of help
that | appreciate, particularly as a judge.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And so again, not worn out yet
fromthis because it’s been but about two years
and change. Has it changed for you issues
di f ferent how peopl e appear before you are you
still seeing the sane type of issues? Againit’'s
a strange question perhaps. Do you understand
what |’ m aski ng?

JUDGE SALVINI: | think I do. Are you asking ne from
the tinme | started to now am | seeing the sane
ki nd of cases or are you asking ne whether or not
the lawyers treat ne differently, or?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  That and the people that appear

before you. Sane anped-up anxiety, sanme ---

JUDGE SALVINI: It's the same. | think that the
| awyers -- that’s a good question. As far as the
attorneys, they do treat ne differently. | nean

| say that | try to be as approachabl e as
possi ble but they do -- there is a barrier

bet ween ne and themwhich | think there should be
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to sone degree. But for the nost part | don’'t
feel like the attorneys fromthe tine |’ve
started to now, the ones that know ne fromj ust
bei ng on the bench and al so being in private
practice. Especially because | did so nuch

donmestic work | know 99 percent of all attorneys

that cone into the court room | think that they
-- | don't really see a big change at all. The

litigants, | think, are the sane. It’s the sane
-- Famly Court’s heart-wenching. It is really,

really hard to tell sonebody, especially in a |
say for exanple an adultery situation, where two
people are living in the house together. And
they may have a bl ended fam |y because nom cane
with a couple kids and dad cane with a couple

ki ds and now one of them has strayed. So they're
still in the house so they need a judge to tell
themwho’s going to | eave. And setting like
their personal feelings aside about having a
total stranger tell themwho' s going to get to
live in that house. Thinking about |I’'ve got a
bl ended fam |y where they maybe | et’s say have
one child together but nmom has two kids I’ mjust
getting ready to tell that they nay have to go

Wi th their parent versus whether dad has to take,
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you know, his daughter with hi mwho has cust ody.
Those -- when they walk into that courtroomthere
iIs a tension and a feeling of, this total
stranger is going to tell nme howl' mgoing to
live ny life and that | have to | eave ny house
that |I’ve been living in for the last ten years.
It’s hard. It’s really hard. | nean, it’'s -- |
feel nyself sonmetines in hearings getting choked
up a little bit when |I’mreadi ng a packet and
hearing the | awers argue. But it hasn’t changed
how | feel about it. | nmean, | want to nake the
best decision | can and try to put themin the
path that’s going to help them get through this
t oughest tine and hopefully conme out on the end,
not in a courtroomwhere they' re having a five
day trial where they' re throw ng as nuch nud at
each other as they possibly can to destroy each
other. M hope is that whatever decision | make
at that outset wll put themon the path of I|ike
figuring out, okay, our kids need to cone first,
we’'ve got to be able to make it through this so
that at the end we’re -- not it’s not like a

destruction. Because when you go through those

trials, | nean, as you all see sonetines. |
don’t think people recover fromit at all. And
Garber Reporting
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their kids hear about it and it’s just -- so
that’s my goal. And I feel very passionate about
still doing it. But the juveniles that | see --
| mnot jaded yet. But | have -- |’ve had sone
juveniles I've really who got in the courtroom
and told ne they were going to straighten up
judge, I'"mgoing to know exactly what |’ m going
to do, I'"'mon the right path. And then | had a

| awyer call nme with a prosecutor and say judge
you're going to be really upset. And | was
thinking to nyself oh, no, please don't tell ne.
|’d let a kid out, should have detained him
shoul d have kept himin, his parents assured ne
they would stay on him Charged with arned
robbery, all of sudden, two weeks later. And in
ny brain | was thinking to nyself | should have
kept himin. But |I'’mnot going to | et that one
child make ny decision for all the other children
who are telling nme and their parents are telling
me they’'re going to stay on them And then -- so
that nmakes ne feel like |I've -- you know, not
much has changed in terns of when | started to
the way | feel now about it, two and a half years

later. Did | answer your question?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  You di d.
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JUDGE SALVINI: | feel like I got off track but |’ m
trying to think about stuff in the last two years
that have made |ike an inpact.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: My brothers and sisters on the
Conmi ssion woul d say ny question was off track.
You were perfect in pulling nme back. And one of
the comments that less juvenile but to the
litigated custody case. “Geat judge, works
hard, good tenperanent and you can tell she

really cares about the children and the litigants

in her court.” So that's noticed --
JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: -- by at |east one of these.

And that is very simlar to so nany of these

fol ks that have taken the tinme. “Excellent
judicial tenmperament, perfect great grasp of the
rules and the |law, absolute excellent judge,

pati ence and kindness.” That you do your job and
performyour duties. And so you obviously have

the high regard of those who you are serving and

SO --
JUDGE SALVIN : Thank you.
VI CE CHAIRVAN RANKIN:  -- that’s not a surprise.

Senator Talley would you want to?
SENATOR TALLEY: Yes. M. Chairman, thank you for
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reading all of ny conmrents about Judge Salvini, |
appreciate it.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  There was a small initial by
each of these and I -- S. T.

SENATOR TALLEY: For the record, | don't participate
in the ballot box for obvious reasons. |’ve had
a few tough cases in front of you and what you’ ve
just said is exactly what you do. So you' ve been
a real asset to the bench in the upstate and |’ m
glad you want to continue to serve.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Lucy G ey.

M5. MCIVER  Thank you M. Chairman. | |ook at one
comment here and | don’t knowif it has S.T.
beside it or not but it's one that | thought was
worth nmentioning, especially in light of the
energy that you obviously bring to your job, the
time that you put into it, the appreciation that
you show for the gravity of the rulings that
you're making and the significance that they have
on these peoples lives. | loved hearing that you
make tinme for people. Because nost of the tine
it’s not the | awers who are, you know,
frustrated that the parent didn’'t show up at the
McDonald’'s. It's the litigants and it’s the kids
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who are inpacted. And so we appreciate the job
that you're doing. And | wanted to weigh in just
because you said sonething about howit was a | ot
of work to prepare for today to get ready but you
did want to get a report card and you wanted to
hear how you were doing. And the fact that you
had the one comment that you were helpful to a
pro se litigant is just outstanding. And the one
coment | wanted to read which | think kind of
suns it up, “Judge Salvini never fails to give
any issue, whether big or small sinple or
conplicated, the best of her attention and
intelligence. Any attorney who is before her
hol ds her in the highest regard with the utnost
respect. Her election to the bench m ght have
been a personal success for her but it was an
even greater success for the bench.” So thank
you for the great work that you' re doing.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you

M5. MCIVER And glad to have you offering to serve
agai n, thank you.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you. That’'s really nice to

hear .
VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKIN: M. Safran?
MR SAFRAN. Thank you, M. Chairman. | think this is
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the third time |’ve seen you up here.
JUDGE SALVINI: It is.
MR. SAFRAN. And | want to tell you, you have had a
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ent husi asm every tinme you' ve been here. You have

given a level of sincerity that has really been
very noving. And | do |like the comments.
Because | don’t do Fam |y Court work. As the

chai rman had pointed out at some point in ny

career | decided | didn't have the stomach for it

either. So | quit what little | was doing. But

what | do really appreciate are coments that say

she |istens before she nakes her mnd up. And
that’s not unique to Famly Court judges. |
mean, you get people sonetines they’ ve already
deci ded before you ever even open your nouth.

And it’s great that that’'s going on. The other

thing that | have to echo is that when you have a

person in there by thenselves, wthout a | awer,

in an environnent like this, | think you owe them

at | east an opportunity to know what they're
doing. |If maybe to trigger in their mnds that
need sonme hel p, okay. And so I'’min agreenent
with the chairman that anybody that’s going to
criticize you for trying to give sonebody a

little bit of a confort before they step into
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this kind of thing that they ' re out of their
mnds. | nean, there's nothing that you should
be criticized about for that. And what | want,
you know, you to understand is this, we often
times, | guess, are critical, and hopefully for
good reason. But we also want to nmake sure that
peopl e know t hat when they’'re doing a good a job
as you are that you hear about it. And I’'’m gl ad
that you are hearing these conments because we’' ve
got sone great judges. And | hope that maybe we
see nore and nore that maintain the | evel of zest
that you do at this stage. And | hope it

conti nues.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you. | really appreciate those

coments, thank you. So | said at the beginning
| was very nervous about going through a

reel ection just because it's just a stressful
process. But it also gave ne the opportunity to
If | was doing sonething wong that | could find
out about it and change. Make the change now
before | continued to do. But it sounds |ike
shoul dn’t make any changes. That’'s what |’'m

hopi ng.

MR STROM M. Chairman thank you. And | just wanted

a moment to re-fry this fish one nore tine. The

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com




© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N DN N NN R P P R PR R R R R R
O » W N P O © 0 N O O » W N P O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Page 62

pro se piece. | nean, Judge Matthew Perry, when
he would take a guilty plea, sonetines it was 45
m nut es, sonetinmes an hour that he would take
explaining to each defendant their rights before
he accepted their plea. This isn’t about us, it
isn't about the |l awers and about the judge, it’'s
the people in the court room And I’d encourage
you to go longer. Because there’ s nothing better
than having a litigant who understood what
happened when they | eave that courtroom there’s
sone confort with what happens. So keep that up,
wor ki ng people in. You know, | hear these horror
stories about sonebody’s got a case that they’ ve
recently settled, big tax inplications and they
can’t get before a judge before a year and it's
going to blow up the settlenent. That’'s not
good. And the fact that you're willing to work
people in -- and | nean there’s no happier tine
obvi ously than doing an adoption in Famly Court
but, you know, please keep that up. And when
sonebody settles a case, tell the |awers, call
me if you get it settled and we’ll get it put on
the record as soon as we possibly can. Get that
done. And then and the last thing | want to

comment on is the child that you let out. As a
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judge you' re going to have sone bad out cones.
You're going to take sone chances, okay. And I
can tell you that this Conm ssion that grades
your paper, we understand that. And, you know,
we want you to exercise your discretion, taking
I nto consideration what everybody says. And we
al so understand that occasionally there s going
to be a bad outcone. Kid s going to get arrested
for armed robbery. But don't let that slow you
down from exercising discretion. To ne you're
doing a great job, thank you.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you, thank you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Al'l right. The paper’s about
to be turned in by you and | think you’ ve got
sone wonderful remarks. FErin told ne do not
i nvoke Billy Joel’s “Don’t Go Changing.” How did

| do, Erin?
M5. CRAWFORD: So far.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: | think in song is what she was

-- but and so we’'re about to wap this up. The
ent husiasm as M. Safran said, it is infectious.
JUDGE SALVINI : Thank you
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And it just wonderful. And as
he sai d about a nunber of our judges that we’'ve

seen, particularly in the Famly Court realm
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t hat passion for doing hard, hard work and your
enbracing it so enthusiastically and wei ghing so
heavily, so that is just a wonderful testanent.
In your two years and a change, as soneone w ote,
a bright start that will shine on in this career.

JUDGE SALVINI: Thank you

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So this will conclude this
portion of our screening process. You know this
little spiel, you heard it not |ong ago, but we
are very serious about both the letter and the
spirit of ethics laws. Any violation or
appearance of that either in letter or spirit
again woul d be deenmed very serious. You
understand that we could call you back before the
final record -- or report of qualifications is
| ssued, correct?

JUDGE SALVINI: Correct.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN: Al right. W don’t expect to
see you back.

JUDGE SALVINI : Hopefully not.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN RANKI N:  Thank you for being here and
we’' || go off the record.

(Of the record.)
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Good norni ng Judge, Luke Rankin

here. |If you don't mnd we're going to get

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N oo o B~ W N

N T N N S T N N o e =
g A W N P O © O N oo o A W N P, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS

Page 65

started. W're right on time. Nearly seven
mnutes |ate.

THE HONORABLE DOUGLAS E. NOVAK, being duly sworn,

testifies as foll ows:

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKI N Wl conme. You have your PDQ
your sworn statement, any additions that need to
be made to those?

JUDGE NOVAK:  No, sir

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  If you'll hand those to Lind
we' Il put themin the record. You have -- remnd
me, you screened the last tine?

(Exhi bit Nunber 7 was marked for identification

purposes - (16 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Dougl as E. Novak.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 8 was marked for identification

purposes - (7 pages) Sworn Statement of Douglas E

Novak. )

JUDGE NOVAK:  20109.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  So you know the drill.

JUDGE NOVAK:  1'd like to think | do. Yes, sir

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  We | ook at the nine evaluative
criteria, as you know. And we focus particularly
on ball ot box survey, your previous screening,
study of the application materials, your

conpliance with the state ethics laws. Check of
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newspaper articles in which your nane may appear,
and then checks for economc conflicts of
interest. No affidavits have been filed in
opposition to your canpaign or re-election. No
one is here to testify against you. Wl cone.

You have the opportunity to nmake a brief
statement if you like. Oherwise again ||

offer that to you, you want to waive that?

JUDGE NOVAK:  Certainly waive. Happy to answer any
questi ons.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Very good. Al right. And we
will turn that over to Enma Hall who will ask
questions of you. Take it away Emma.

MS. HALL: Thank you.

JUDGE NOVAK - EXAM NATI ON BY MS. HALL:
Q Judge Novak, after serving for one year -- you' ve

been one year correct?

A Ei ght een nont hs.

Q So alittle over one year --

A Yes.

Q -- on the Famly Court, why do you want to
continue serving as a Famly Court judge?

A Excel l ent question. | would tell you that |

presi ded over a case just |ast week of a baby who

had been taken into energency protective custody,
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20 days old. The baby was at the MJSC neonat al

intensive care unit with a fractured skull, bl ood

on the brain and a damaged spine. | was rem nded

In that nonent how consequential the Fam |y Court

Is. | was rem nded again as | rem nded nany
times while |1’ ve been serving. But |I'mproud to
be part of this process after only eighteen
nmonths. | feel like |'ve only begun to start to
contribute. And I'’mcertainly |ooking for an
opportunity to continue that work.

Thank you. So Judge Novak, what do you think
your reputation is anong attorneys that practice
bef ore you?

Ch, gosh, | hope it’s good. | know you’ ve had
screeni ngs or evaluations. M dad was a judge
for several years. He inparted to ne that you
wear the robe lightly and that you be the judge
that you' d want to appear in front of. And I'd
like to think that's what attorneys find when

they come into the courtroom | try to be

patient. | try to be courteous. | certainly try

to give thema full opportunity to be heard.
They may not al ways agree with the decision but
certainly work hard to explain the decision so

they can process it and explain it to their
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clients.

Thank you. So Judge, the Conm ssion received 289
bal | ot box surveys regarding you with 21

addi tional comments. The ballot box survey, for
exanpl e, contained the follow ng positive
coments, “He is shown to be fair and is open to
l'i stening and hearing argunents from both si des.
He is shown to care about the juveniles that cone
before himand in rehabilitation of the youth.”
Secondly, “Judge Novak has quickly adapted to the
bench and is doing a great job.” And lastly,
“Judge Novak is a breath of fresh air for
Beaufort County. He is always professional,
courteous to all parties involved, and well
prepared for the cases that are before him [t
Is a privilege to have himon the bench.” Two of
the witten comments expressed concerns. Both
coments indicated concern with your
under st andi ng and application of the rules of
Famly Court. What response would you offer to
this concern?

What | would tell you is I’mrem nded as a
litigator, but also as a judge, Famly Court is
not the environnment where everyone wal ks away

happy with decisions. Sonetinmes | think that
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Q
M5. HALL: | would note that the Low Country Citizens

peopl e take deci sions personally. Anyone that
woul d hear that coment | think that knows ne
woul d probably | augh because |I'mpretty religious
about followng the rules, especially in Famly
Court which drives a |ot of our process. But
It’s constructive criticism | certainly take it
to heart. |'mnot perfect. And | certainly wll
wor k harder to nmake sure that |’ m applying the

| aws as expertly as | can.

Thank you, Judge.

Comm ttee found Judge Novak qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The commttee found himwell
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academc ability,
character, reputation, experience and judici al
tenperanent. The commttee stated, in sunmary,
“Judge Novak has really enbraced Fam |y Court
since his election into the bench and has a very
good handle on its inportance within the
conmunity.”

W just have a couple of housekeeping issues now.

Certainly.
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Q So, Judge Novak, since submtting your letter of
I ntent, have you contacted any nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on about your candi dacy?

A | have not.

Q Ckay. Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including
the limtations on contacting nenbers of the
General Assenbly regardi ng your screening?

A Yes, ma’am | am

Q Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

A No, ma’am | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f or
you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene in
this process on your behal f?

A | have not, and |’ m not aware of anyone.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Comm ssi ons gui deli nes on pl edging and the SC
code § 2-19-70 subsection E?

A Yes, nma’ am

M5. HALL: | would note for the record that any

concerns raised during the investigation

regardi ng the candidate were incorporated into
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(Representative Rutherford sits as chair for this candidate
and the opening portion of the next.)
REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Does any nenber have any

the questioning of the candidate today. M.

Chai rman, | have no further questions.

questions? Judge Novak, | found it hunorous that
you nentioned religion and Fam |y Court in the
same sentence as | don't know why there are
bibles in Famly Court at all. But since you' ve
been here and you ve seen virtually all these
Comm ssi on nmenbers since you' ve screened ei ghteen
months ago so | inmage that’'s probably why there
are no questions. So | don't want you to take
that as anybody just not interested it’s just you
were here recently. Al right? And thank you so
much. This concludes the portion of our
screening process. | want to take this
opportunity to remnd you that pursuant to the
Comm ssion’s evaluative criteria the Conm ssion
expects candidates to follow the spirit as well
as the letter of the ethics law and will view
violations or the appearance of inpropriety as
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
in screening deliberations. On that note, and as

you know, the record will remain open until the
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formal release of the report of qualifications
and you may be called back at such time if the
need arises. | thank you for offering and |
t hank you for your service to South Carolina.

JUDGE NOVAK:  Thank you. And if | could I just want
to thank you all for your service. | thank you
for the opportunity that started two years ago
and for your consideration of the continued work.

(Of the record.)

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD:  Good norni ng Judge, how
are you?

JUDGE WHITE: |'mdoing well, sir

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD:  Good, good.

THE HONORABLE THOMAS H. WHI TE, being duly sworn,
testifies as follows:

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Are the personal data
questionnaire and the sworn statement before you
docunments that you submtted to the Conm ssion?

JUDGE WHI TE:  Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Are they both correct?

JUDGE WHI TE:  Yes, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Does anything need to be
changed or updated at this tine?

JUDGE WHITE: Not at this tinme, no, sir.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: Do you object to our
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maki ng these docunents and amendnents -- |’'m
sorry, do you object to our making these
docunments and any anendnents, if applicable, a
part of the record of your sworn testinony?

JUDGE WHITE: | do not object.

(Exhi bit Nunber 9 was marked for identification

pur poses - (14 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Thomas H Wite.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 10 was marked for identification

pur poses - (1 pages) Amendment to Personal Data

Questionnaire for The Honorable Thomas H \Wite.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 11 was marked for identification

pur poses - (6 pages) Sworn Statenent of The Honorabl e

Thomas H Wite.)

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD: The Judicial Merit
Sel ection Comm ssion has thoroughly investigated
your qualifications for the bench. Qur inquiry
has focused on nine evaluative criteria and has
I ncl uded one a ballot box survey, a thorough
study of your application materials, verification
of your conpliance with state ethics | aws, search
of newspaper articles in which your name appears,
study of previous screenings, check for economc
conflicts of interest. W have received no

affidavits filed in opposition to your el ection.
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JUDGE WHITE: The only opening statement I'd like to

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFORD:  All right. Please answer

JUDGE VH TE - EXAM NATION BY MR STI MSON:
Q
A
Q

No witnesses are present to testify. Do you have
a brief opening statenent you would Iike to nake

at this tinme?

make is that | certainly have enjoyed ny al nost

ei ght years on the bench thus far. 1've survived
It thus far. | hope to continue to be able to
survive it and do my snall part in trying to |end
alittle clarity to the chaos that life often

creates.

counsel ' s questions.

Good norning, Judge Wite.

Good morning, M. Stinson.

What do you think your reputation is anongst
attorneys that practice before you?

Vell | think they certainly respect ne. | think
|"ve received a ot of conplinments from attorneys
who are before me, even those who | have rul ed
agai nst on occasion. | think that's always a --
even those who probably have the right to
consider me an eneny still greet me cordially. |
think that |ends sone credence to the fact that |

try to be fair in all of ny proceedings, fair and
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Impartial and certainly try to treat people with
respect.

VWhat do you think your reputation is anong the
court personnel that you work wth?

You know, | sonetines bake brownies and bring

t hem browni es. They | ove ne.

Now are those homenade judge or are they going to

be from --

They are honenmade, | don’'t fool with boxes. No,
sir.

That’s what | like to hear. So, Judge Wite, the

Conmm ssion recei ved 328 ball ot box surveys
regarding you wth 18 additional coments. The
bal | ot box survey, for exanple, contained the
follow ng positive coments, “Judge Wite has
every quality you want in a judge. He is kind
and he relates well with l[itigants. He is also
smart and he applies the lawin a way that is
just and fair.” And, “An absolutely excellent
judge and our state is very fortunate to have him
on the bench.” Two of the witten conments
expressed a concern suggesting that you could be
unfair, possibly exhibiting bias. Wat response
woul d you offer to this concern?

Vell, ny response to that is, you know, frankly I
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Q
MR STIMSON:. | would note that the Piednont Citizens

think as a judge that | do favor certain parties.
The parties that | favor are whichever party that
the law and the facts of the case favor. But as
far as any particular bias, I'’mnot aware of --
general |y speaking, | would think that those are
probably folks that just didn't |ike ny rulings.
But anyway, |’mever m ndful of that and so
that’s why | try ny best to be fair and kind of
wat ch what | say fromthe bench.

Thank you, Judge Wite.

Comm ttee found Judge Wiite qualified in the
eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health, and nental
stability. The Piednont citizens committee found
himwell qualified in the evaluative criteria of
ethical fitness, professional and academ c
ability, character, reputation, experience and
judicial tenperanent. The commttee further
coment ed Judge White' s confidence, conpassion,
and common sense reflect the depth and range of
hi s experience as a practicing | awer before he
becane a Fam |y Court judge. Deeply involved in
his community, Judge Wiite's enthusiasmfor his

wor k denmonstrate his substantial commtnent to
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public service. He brings a wealth of know edge
and skill to the bench that are a credit to the
sixteenth circuit in the state of South Carolina.
We just have a few nore housekeepi ng issues,
Judge. Since submitting your letter, of intent
have you contacted any nenbers of the Conm ssion
about your candi dacy?

No, sir.

Are you famliar with 8 2-19-70, including
limtations on contacting nmenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator
either prior to this date or pending the outcone
of your screening?

No, sir.

Judge White, have you asked any third parties to
contact menbers of the General Assenbly on your
behal f?

No, sir.

O are you aware of anyone attenpting to
intervene in this process on your behal f?

No, sir.

Have you reviewed and do you understand the
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Commi ssion’ s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina code § 2-19-70(E)?

A | do.

MR STIMSON: | would just note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng Judge Wiite were incorporated in the
questioning of himtoday. M. Chairman, | have
no further questions.

(Representative Smth resumes as chair of the Comm ssion at
this time.)

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Thank you so nuch, Judge Wite. |'m
sorry | mssed the initial part but | see M.
Rutherford filled those shoes ably for me. He
reads wel |, doesn’t he?

JUDGE WHITE: He reads well and, you know, | didn't
recogni ze you at first.

CHAIRVAN SMTH:  So -- imagine that. Al right, so
Judge Wite, let me just start off with thanking
you for your service to the state of South
Carolina. And part of what we do over here is
t he Conm ssion has tasked me as chairman to kind
of talk especially the sitting judges to talk to
t hem about the way they conduct thensel ves and
the way they handle court and what we | ook at

when we try to evaluate whether the
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qualifications for your nom nation go forward and
one thing we look at is the ballot box. And you
know t he ball ot box is anonynous and so there’s
no repercussions for soneone to say anything
about you and even nake things up about you. But
what it does for us, we don’t find it

determ native in and of itself we | ook at

obvi ously the Bar screenings and the citizens
commttee screenings. But the one thing we do
look is to see if there’'s a pattern that devel ops
in that and through those three processes. And
the pattern that | see develops with you is one
of excellence. | nmean, you look at this -- |
don’t know what you’re doing and apparently

you' ve been on the bench for a couple of years.
But you haven’t found anyone that you angered
thus far. You're in the small category of people
t hat no-one says that you' re unqualified on any
of the criteria at the ballot box. And so, you
know, | think we -- it’'s our job to conme up here
and tell sitting judges when there’s issues and
make sure they' re aware of themand try to
correct thembut also it’s our job to tell you
when you’ re doing a great job and nake sure that

you keep it up. So whatever you' re doing over
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JUDGE WHITE: It was a qualified bias, is what you' re

CHAIRVAN SM TH:. He didn't |like the way you were

the past years, | don’t -- you know, if the
person who said you were biased didn't put down
anyt hi ng about you being unqualified anywhere.

So | don’t know --

telling ne.

bi ased over there but he thought you were
qualified. So, | just wanted to tell you on
behal f of the Conm ssion and on behalf of the
citizens of the state thank you for uphol ding the
integrity of the judiciary. And that’s -- you
know, one thing that | always nention when we
tal k about these is when you put on the bl ack
robe it’s not you as a Judge Wite, it's you as a
menber of the South Carolina judiciary. And we
have a rich | egacy where people we’' ve had many
abl e peopl e serve over the years. And you're
uphol di ng that |egacy by perform ng adm rably and
bei ng well respected, not only anong the | awers
but the litigants and the court personnel. You
treat everyone well and that’s one of the best

attributes that you can denonstrate as a judge.

So, | thank you for that. | urge you to keep up
t he good work and hopefully we see you. | doubt
Garber Reporting
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alot of us wll be on this Conm ssion but when
you -- if you conme back six years fromnow | hope
you have the sane results and the sane
conplinents that you received from here today.

JUDGE WHI TE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al right. Any further questions for
Judge Wite? Al right, Judge Wite, this wll
conclude this portion of your screening process.
Let nme take this opportunity to remnd you that
t he pursuant the Conm ssion’s evaluative criteria
t he Comm ssion expects you to followthe spirit
as well as the letter of ethics law. And wil|
view violations or the inpropriety as serious and
potentially deserving of heavy weight in the
screening process. As you may be aware, this
screening process wll remain open until the
formal release of the report of qualifications.

You may be called back at such time if the need

ari ses.
JUDGE WHI TE: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
CHAI RMAN SM TH: | appreciate you being here, thank

you for your service to the state.
JUDGE WHITE: And | thank all of you for your service
as well. | knowit’s tine consuming and | know -

- but I still think it’'s the best way that judges
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are sel ected anywhere in the nation.
(Of the record.)

CHAIRMAN SM TH:  Good afternoon, Ms. Biggerstaff. How
are you doi ng?

JUDGE YORK: Good afternoon. |'mdoing well.

CHAIRMAN SMTH:  And | see you brought you a guest.
Wul d you i ke to introduce her?

JUDGE YORK: Thank you. This is my mom GG
Bi gger st af f - Cox.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Hey, wel come, good to see you today.
Ms. Biggerstaff -- York, I'msorry, | went to |aw
school wi th her

JUDGE YORK: Happens a |ot.

CHAIRVAN SMTH:  That’'s we just live in a small state,
don't we?

JUDCE YORK: W sure do.

CHAIRVMAN SMTH:  It's Judge York so | got to get it
all -- 1 messed up conpletely. | should have
| ooked at it before, apol ogize.

THE HONORABLE ELI ZABETH Bl GGERSTAFF YORK
being duly sworn, testifies as follows:

CHAIRVMAN SMTH: Al right. Before you you have your
personal data questionnaire and your sworn
statenent are both of those docunents you’ ve

submtted to the Conmm ssion?
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JUDGE YORK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN SM TH: Ckay. Are both of themcorrect?

JUDGE YORK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Any changes or amendnents you need to
make to those?

JUDGE YORK: No, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH. And do you have any objection to us
mar ki ng those as exhibits to your sworn testinony
here today?

JUDGE YORK: No objections.

CHAI RMVAN SM TH: W thout objection if you would hand
those to Lindi for nme please, ma’am And Judge
York the Judicial Merit Selection Conm ssion has
t horoughly investigated your qualifications for
the bench. Qur inquiry is focused on the nine
evaluative criteria in addition they -- it also
I ncludes a ballot box survey, a thorough study of
your application materials, verification of your
conpliance with state ethics | aws, search of
newspaper articles in which your nane appears,
study of previous screenings, and checks for
econom c conflicts of interest. There have been
no affidavits filed today in opposition to your
candi dacy and no witnesses are here to testify.

Do you wi sh to nmake a brief opening statenent to
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t he Conm ssi on?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 12 was marked for identification

purposes - (16 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Elizabeth Bi ggerstaff York.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 13 was marked for identification

purposes - (4 pages) Anendment to Personal Data

Questionnaire for The Honorabl e Elizabeth Biggerstaff

York.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 14 was marked for identification

purposes - (5 pages) Sworn Statement of The Honorable

El i zabeth Biggerstaff York.)

JUDGE YORK: | just want to thank the Comm ssion for
their service to this state and | want to
especially thank the staff of the Conm ssion for
being kind and patient. |’ msure anxious
judicial candidates are not the easiest people to
deal with. And they re always accessible, so
that’s all | wanted to say.

CHAIRMAN SM TH.  Thank you very much. Answer any
questions that your screening attorney may have
for you.

JUDGE YORK: Ckay. Thank you.

JUDGE YORK - EXAM NATI ON BY Ms. ANDERSON

Q CGood afternoon, Judge York

A Good afternoon.

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 85

MS. ANDERSON: M. Chairnan, | note for the record

Pl ease state for the record the city and circuit
I n which you reside.
| reside in Florence. That's in the twelfth

judicial circuit.

t hat based on the testinony contained in Judge
York’s PDQ whi ch has been included in the record
Wi th her consent, Elizabeth York nmeets the
statutory requirenments for this position
regardi ng age, residence, and years of practice.
Judge York, why do you want to serve as a Famly
Court judge and why do you feel that your | egal
and professional experience qualify and w |
assi st you to be an effective judge?

| have always -- | spent ny career trying to help
children and famlies. | enjoy neeting people

and | enjoy learning new things. The practice of

| aw has allowed nme to do that. | grewup in a
household -- ny nonis a teacher, ny dad was a
recreation director. | grew up watching people

who worked hard to try to serve their community
and children in their comunity. | feel like I
have a | ot of experience that can help nme from
the other side of the bench to provide a service

to the state of South Carolina. | think |I’'ve
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been in practicing |law 26 years, nost of that in
the Famly Court. | do a lot of nediations. |
spend a lot of time in abuse and negl ect court.
And | think that could be beneficial to the
bench.

Judge York, are there any areas of the law for

whi ch you woul d need additional preparation in
order to serve as a Famly Court judge and if so
how woul d you handl e that additional preparation?
| don’t believe that |I woul d need additi onal
preparation. | believe conparing the areas of
the Famly Court, the area where | could use the
nost | earning would be with the DJJ actions. |
do serve as a nunicipal judge so | am you know,
aware of the, you know, changes and the updates
inthe crimnal law. | do sone work in DJJ. Dd
a lot of work with DSS. And DJJ and DSS often
overlap. But as | would prepare to take the
bench, DJJ court would be where | would try to do
the majority of ny observations.

Judge York, please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex, contested Famly
Court matters and specifically discuss your
experience wth the financial aspects of Famly

Court work.
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A

| have handl ed conpl ex financial cases. | have
medi at ed conpl ex financial cases. | have a case
that 1’ m handling right now that involves the

val uation of seven car deal erships in South
Carolina and Georgia. |, of course, amutilizing
a forensic accountant. This is not the first
case where |’ve had to use a forensic accountant.
W’ ve had nmultiple notions to conpel and rule to
show causes in that action, and handl e those on

t he nedi ation standpoint. NMore inportantly, |’ve
handl ed conpl ex custody actions. Specifically,
one of those referenced in ny PDQ where | served
as the guardian ad litemon a case that invol ved
parental alienation, a child diagnosed wth type-
one di abetes during the course of the action. So
| al so have experience in conplex custodi al
litigation. | do a lot of nediation so | get to
see a lot of different cases as well.

Judge York, the Comm ssion received 216 box
surveys regarding you wth 36 additional

coments. Ballot box surveys for exanple
contained the follow ng positive coments,

“Hi ghly conpetent and well tenpered for the
judiciary. Very well respected in the |egal

community, top notch well rounded candidate with
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an excellent reputation.” Two of the witten
conment s expressed concerns. One comment

I ndi cated that you show favoritismto sone
attorneys. \Wat response would you offer to this
concern?

This is not ny first election. And |'Il say
every time you go through this process, you try
to take those comments as constructive criticism
|1l also say it's sonetinmes difficult to respond
when you' re not really sure fromthe aspect that
the person witing the comment is comng from |
will say in the nmunicipal court | don't see very
many attorneys. Mbst of the litigants in
muni ci pal court are pro se. So the only thing I
could say that, you know, Florence is small,
Darlington is small. W' ve already established
we're a small state. | nean, you know, it’'s
possi ble when | was a DSS attorney if a | ocal
attorney cane in and said Beth |'’ve got to be in
court at 2:00 o’ clock, can you work -- can you
get me in next? |It’'s possible that | did that
and that was viewed as favoritism | mean, you
try to figure out where these comments may be
comng from Certainly, |I’'mcognizant and use

what you' re telling nme as constructive criticism
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Q

| would certainly try to avoid any appearance of
I npropriety.

Anot her comment i ndicated concern about your work
ethic. Wat response would you offer to this
concern?

Again, it's hard to know the perspective that
that cones from That's when | -- | work every
third weekend doing bond court. | have had
paral egals tell nme that they’'ve never worked for
an attorney that -- you know, who works this
hard. So that comment’s hard for ne to
understand but | certainly appreciate the fact

t hat sonmebody took the tine to wite that
conment. So, | ama solo practitioner. It is --
you know it's possible, especially during Covid,
we had a quarantine period where there was
probable no -- you know, difficulty wth the
phone answering at ny office. Had to find
sonebody to answer the phone. Again, | do
believe | work very hard. | have two children.
| just -- that’s the only response | can give
you. | do know there are a |ot of positive
responses about my work ethic as well.

Thank you, Judge York.

MS. ANDERSON: | would note that the Pee Dee Citizens
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Conm ttee found Judge York qualified in the

eval uative criteria of constitutional

qual i fications, physical health and nental
stability. The commttee found her well
qualified in the evaluative criteria of ethical
fitness, professional and academ c ability,
character, reputation, experience and judicial

t enper anent .

And now for a few housekeeping matters. Judge
York, are you aware that as a judicial candidate
you are bound by the code of judicial conduct as
found in rule 501 of the South Carolina appellate
court rules?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nmenbers of the Comm ssion about
your candi dacy?

| have not.

Are you famliar with § 2-19-70, including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

| am

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator

either prior to this date or pending the outcone
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of your screening?

A | have not.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of th General Assenbly on your behalf or
are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene
In this process on your behal f?

A | am not .

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conm ssion’s guidelines on pledging in South
Carolina code 8§ 2-19-70(E)?

A | do.

M5. ANDERSON. | would just note for the record that
any concerns raised during the investigation
regardi ng Judge York were incorporated into her
questioning today. M. Chairman, | have no
further questions.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Thank you very nmuch. Any
questions for Judge York? | think all of us have

been up here where you screened |ike two tines

already so we’ve -- |I’ve been here | think is
that right?
JUDCGE YORK: That’'s right. 1’ve ran tw ce before.
CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  So don't read the | ack of questions -
- don't construe that. | think we're al
famliar with you. Let ne just say | |ook at
Garber Reporting
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your ballot box survey and | think that’s
obvi ously not determ native of your
qualifications but we | ook at themjust to see
what other | awers say about you. And | know
t hat anonynously people can throw rocks if they
want to and hide behind anonymty. But when |
| ook through this | just want to commend you. |If

you' ve been practicing in the Famly Court, it’s
a contentious area of the law. And obviously you
make enem es over there and, you know, but you
seemto not have nmade many enemes. Only two or
three peopl e ever said anything bad about you in
the coments or that you re unqualified for the
position. So that denonstrates to us when you
see you | ook at them and you determ ne patterns.

And the pattern that we see with you is that you

obvi ously treat other people well, treat other
| awyers well, treat litigants well. You're a
nmedi at or and you -- people are obviously choosi ng

you to nediate so they have confidence in your
skills. So let ne comend you in that regard for
the way you’ ve conducted yourself as an attorney.

And that’s a good indication when you get al ong

well with others as an attorney you' |l get al ong
well with others on the bench. So, | just wanted
Garber Reporting
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to -- | think it’s part of us sonetines to point
out the negatives on candi dates and al so the
positives so certainly want to point those out to
you.

JUDGE YORK: Thank you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Any further questions?
Senator Rankin, | talk too nuch.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  There’'s a song about that, you
tal k too nuch, yo, yo, you never shut up. See
he’ s never heard it.

CHAl RMVAN SM TH. He quot ed Rhoda today, so you
remenber that?

JUDCGE YORK: Actually | do.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And what was the doorman’s

nane? Three, two, one. All right. M, do you

know?
MS. Bl GGERSTAFF- COX:  No.
VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Good answer. | just want to

conpliment you and very quickly. Your nother is
here and | want to, | think, conplinent you for
raising a child who wants to do this who has a
passion for this who has two children her own, of
her own. And so soneone in the Cox famly -- is
your maiden nane i s Cox?

JUDGE YORK: Biggerstaff.
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CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Bi ggerstaff-York. Anyway nodel ed
public service and you're here is not by
accident. And obviously she thinks a | ot of you.
So great testanent that you both are here that
you want to do this.

JUDGE YORK: Thank you so nuch.

MR STROM And M. Chairman, |I’'d just like to point
out .

CHAIRMVAN SM TH M. Strom

MR STROM That she’s got a letter of reconmendation
from Doug Jennings and Roy Laney, two | awers
that we all hold in high regard and neans a | ot
to us.

JUDGE YORK: Thank you.

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  All right. Any further questions?
Wl |, Judge York, this will conclude this portion
of your screening process let ne take this
opportunity to rem nd you that pursuant to the
Conmmi ssion’s evaluative criteria the Conm ssion
expects candidates to follow the spirit as well
as the letter of the ethics laws and we wll view
viol ations or the appearance of inpropriety as
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
in the screening deliberations. As you are

aware, the record will remain open until the
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formal release of the report of qualifications
and you may be called back at such tine should
the need arise. W wsh you -- we thank you for
bei ng here and thank you for your service to the
state of South Carolina. Wsh you save travels
back hone.

JUDGE YORK: Thank you all.

CHAIRVAN SM TH.  Al'l right. Thank you all.

(O f the Record)

JUDGE WALL: Good afternoon.

CHAIRVAN SM TH.  You win the contest of bringing the
nost guests so. So, | know you won't -- we got
about five mnutes. So you want to nake an
i ntroduction of all of then?

JUDGE WALL: | wll and thank you. |I'mHolly Wall 1’ m
from Johnsonville and this is a really big deal
for alittle girl fromJohnsonville and so ny
famly was very excited and wanted to cone. ||
start at the end. This is ny dad and bel oved
stepnot her, Edwin and Mary Huggins. They live in
Paw eys Island. This is ny |ong-suffering
husband of 23 years, Allen Wall. This is ny son
Zachary and ny daughter Madi son Wl .

CHAIRVMAN SM TH. Al right. Well welcone all and

appreciate y'all being here and supporting of
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your daughter, wife and nother. So let ne say -

let me, | have to brag a little bit. M great
grandf at her grew up in Johnsonville South
Carolina way back when he ran a pharnmacy in
Fl or ence. He noved to the big city he didn't
MR WALL: (Inaudible) was a pharnacist.
CHAIRVAN SM TH:  (On, really?
JUDGE WALL: Yeah.

CHAIRVAN SMTH:  Well, awesone. So it was called the

Cockfiel d Pharmacy back then.

JUDGE WALL: In Florence?

CHAIRVAN SM TH:  Way before ny time. | knew he
probably passed away when | was about four or
five years old, so.

JUDGE WALL:  Well Allen has two small independent

pharmaci es. W have one in Johnsonville and one

in Pamplico. So we do what CVS won't.

CHAIRMAN SMTH.  Yes. | go to an independent pharnacy

in Sunter, so they deliver.

JUDGE WALL: That's right.

CHAI RVAN SM TH.  Makes it easy. Al right, now we'||
get to business.
THE HONORABLE HOLLY HUGG NS WALL, being duly

sworn, testifies as foll ows:
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CHAI RMAN SM TH:  And before you you have your personal
data questionnaire and your sworn statenent are
t hose both docunents to which you' ve submtted to
t he Comm ssion?

JUDGE WALL: Yes, Chairnman.

CHAIRVAN SM TH. Are there any changes or anendnents
that you need to nake to thenf

JUDGE WALL: | sent in anendnents |ast week, |
bel i eve, and nothing el se other than those
updat es.

CHAI RMAN SM TH: So those as anmended are they both
correct?

JUDGE WALL: Yes, sir.

CHAI RMAN SM TH. Do you have any objection to us
maki ng those as exhibits to your sworn testinony
here today?

JUDGE WALL: No, Chairman.

CHAI RVMAN SM TH: Wt hout objection will you hand them
to Lindi for ne please, ma’an? And we'll mark
those as exhibits to your sworn testinony. Ms.
Wal |, the Judicial Merit Selection Comm ssion has
t horoughly investigated your qualifications for
the bench. Qur inquiry is focused on the nine
eval uative criteria. It also includes a ball ot

box survey, a thorough study of your application
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JUDGE WALL - EXAM NATI ON BY MR HI NSON:

materials, verification of your conpliance with
state ethics law, search of newspaper articles in
whi ch your name appears, study of previous
screeni ngs and checks for econom c conflicts of
interest. There have been no affidavits filed
today in opposition to your candidacy and there
are no wtnesses present to testify. Do you wi sh
to make a brief opening statement to the
Commi ssi on?

(Exhi bit Nunmber 15 was marked for identification

purposes - (14 pages) Personal Data Questionnaire for

The Honorabl e Eli zabeth Huggins Wll.)

(Exhi bit Nunber 16 was marked for identification

purposes - (1 page) Anendnent to Personal Data

Questionnaire for The Honorabl e Elizabeth Huggins

wall.)

(Exhi bit Nunmber 17 was marked for identification

purposes - (7 pages) Sworn Statement of The Honorable

El i zabeth Huggins Wl l.)

JUDGE WALL: Just that | amvery, very honored and
excited to be here today.

CHAIRVAN SMTH: Al right. Thank you very nuch,
answer any questions that your screening attorney

may have for you please, na'am
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Q Good afternoon, Judge Vall.

A Hel | o.

Q Judge Wall, please state for the record the city
and circuit in which you reside?

A | -- the city I Iive in Johnsonville, South
Carolina, that's in Florence County, and that is
the twelfth judicial circuit.

MR HINSON:. M. Chairman, I'Il note for the record
t hat based on the testinony contained in the
candi date’s PDQ which as been included in the
record with the candidate’s, consent Judge Wall
nmeets the statutory requirenents for this
position regardi ng age, residence and years of
practi ce.

Q Judge Wall, why do you want to serve as a Famly
Court judge and why do you feel that your | egal
and professional experience qualify and wl|
assi st you to be an effective judge?

A It’s ny calling. And for ne | believe it’s the

hi ghest honor that | could have, that | could
seek. People find it strange when | say Famly
Court that | love Famly Court. A lot of people
run fromFam |y Court. But |I’'ve been in --
practicing -- | practiced al nost exclusively for

ni neteen years and then | had the opportunity to
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serve as nmgistrate, as a part tinme magistrate in
FIl orence County. And while |I have enjoyed that
and I'’mgrateful for that job, it has just re-
solidified ny knowl edge and ny certainty that
Famly Court is nmy calling. | believe that ny
time on the bench as magi strate has prepared ne
for this position. |’ve had not just traffic
tickets. A magistrate we do civil cases, we do
evictions, we do sumons and conpl aints, we do
claimand deliveries. And we do crimnal -- |’ve
done crimnal trials. Many, many, many bench
trials. And | believe that that experience has
given ne the know edge and the confidence to know
that | could do a good job as a Fam |y Court

] udge.

Judge Wall, are there any areas of the law for

whi ch you woul d need additional preparation in
order to serve as a Fam |y Court judge and how
woul d you handl e that additional preparation?

In ny twenty-one and a half years |’ ve done five
DJJ cases. |’'ve defended five youths in DJJ
cases. | believe that would be the area that |
woul d nost need to prepare for. | took -- al
five of those -- well all but one went to an

actual trial. So |l do believe ' mfamliar wth
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that but that would be the area that | would need
to brush up on just to nake sure | was as the top
of ny game for that.

Judge Wall, please briefly describe your
experience in handling conplex contested Fam |y
Court matters and specifically discuss your
experience wth the financial aspects of Famly
Court work.

| believe | can say |I’'ve done it all. One of the
wonder ful things about living in Johnsonville is
that | live seven mles fromfive different
counties. | practice in Florence, Horry,

Georgetown, WIIlianmsburg and Marion counties. So

| get to see -- |'ve gotten to represent people
who live in DeBordieu. |’'ve gotten to represent
people who live in a lesser -- you know,

I npoverished places in Johnsonville. So |’'ve
been able to represent a wde variety of people.
|"ve handled -- |’'ve represented doctors wth
mllion dollar marital estates. And |’'ve
represented people in -- and | nmean, it’s kind of
our joke we fight over nobile hones and hunting
dogs. | nean, that was ny niche for a while.

And | believe | amnore than conpetent in

equi table distribution, alinony, the difference
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bet ween marital and non-marital property,
transnutation, the retirenment issues, quadros,
mlitary, divorces. | think that ny practice has
prepared nme in those ways.

Thank you. Judge Wall, the Conmm ssion received
228 ball ot box surveys regarding you with 45

addi tional comments. The ballot box survey, for
exanpl e, contained the follow ng positive
coments, “Extrenely conpetent, well tenpered.”
Anot her stated, “Judge WAll would be a wonderf ul
asset to our bench.” A couple of the comments
expressed concern. One stated that you had
difficulty making tough decisions. How would you
respond to that?

| -- well, | would think that that would have to
be soneone who's known nme just in the past couple
of years. | don’'t think that could have been
soneone who knew me when | was actively
litigating. As a magistrate | have tried to --
and as a nediator. Because while |'ma

magi strate, | also nediate Famly Court cases two
time a week. | think maybe sonme peopl e equate
civility and courteousness and politeness with
weakness. But when you're dealing with people in

magi strate court -- and | believe in Famly Court
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| don’t think that inserting ny enotions into the
process is going to nake anything better. So
every single day | decide evictions, whether or
not this famly is going to be evicted. Those
are hard decisions. | decide whether or not this
man is going to go to jail, whether or not this
person keeps their car or loses their car. Those
are very, very hard deci si ons.

Anot her comment questions your ruling fromthe
bench are influenced by the litigants rather than
seeking to fairly admnister justice. How would
you respond to that?

Vell, it will stay with me forever that coment.
It will stay with ne and | w Il always renenber
It. You know, when you’'re nmaking those deci sions
and sonmeone’s not on the favorable side of your
deci sion, they look for soneone to blame. And I
al ways strive, always strive to be fair and to
make sure everybody feels heard. Sonetines |
know we’ re up against the clock but |I try to make
sure everybody feels heard. So that conment does
concern me and | will keep it with me. And |

wi || do whatever | can to make sure no-one ever
feels that way in ny courtroom ever again.

Thank you, Judge.
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MR HINSON: | would note that the Pee Dee Citizens

Comm ttee found Judge Wll qualified in the
criteria of constitutional qualifications,

physi cal health and nental stability. The
conmttee found judge Wall well qualified in the
criteria of ethical fitness, professional and
academc ability, character, reputation,
experience, and judicial tenperanent.

Just a few housekeepi ng questions. Judge \Wall,
are you aware that as a judicial candidate you
are bound by the code of judicial conduct as
found in rule 501 of the South Carolina appellate
court rules?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
contacted any nmenbers of the Comm ssion about
your candi dacy?

No, sir.

Are you famliar with § 2-19-70 including the
limtations on contacting nenbers of the CGeneral
Assenbl y regardi ng your screening?

Yes, sir.

Since submtting your letter of intent, have you
sought or received the pledge of any |egislator,

either prior to this date or pending the outcone
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of your screening?

A No, sir.

Q Have you asked any third parties to contact
menbers of the General Assenbly on your behal f or
are you aware of anyone attenpting to intervene
In this process on your behal f?

A No, sir.

Q Have you reviewed and do you understand the
Conmi ssi ons gui deli nes on pledging and South
Carolina code 8§ 2-19-70(E)?

A Yes, sir.

Q | would just note for the record that any
concerns raised during the investigation
regarding this candidate were incorporated into
t he questioning of the candidate today and with

that | have no further questions.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH.  All right. Do you have any -- let ne
apol ogize | was calling you Ms. Wall and not
Judge Wall. | did not see that so | apol ogi ze
not doing well in ny reading before | start
t al ki ng.

JUDGE WALL: That is fine. |In Johnsonville, everybody
just calls me Holly so that’s fine.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: | understand. M. Stron?

MR STROM Thank you, M. Chairman. | just wanted to

Garber Reporting
info@garberreporting.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N N N NN P P P P P PP PR
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+, O

HEARING PROCEEDINGS
Page 106

point out to the rest of the Comm ssion the
reference letter fromKarl Fol kens who we all
hold in very high regard and I’ mcertainly not
going to read all of it but basically what he
says i s when he was w nding down his practi ce,
his Famly Court practice, that he gave Ms. Wall
all of his nore conplicated cases to handle. He
goes on to talk about her integrity, tal ks about
her work ethic, he tal ks about the fact that she
served on the school board for how many years,

El even years?

JUDGE WALL: Fourteen.

MR STROM Fourteen years. Fourteen |ong, hard
years. Coach at m ddl e and high school, nock
trials. It just looks |Iike you' ve put your tine
in and with a letter fromKarl Fol kens that's all
| need to see. So congratul ations on inpressing
hi m so nmuch that inpresses ne.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you. |'mvery grateful and hunbl ed
by that.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Senat or Ranki n?

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  And | amnot going to repeat
that but, you know, Karl Folkens is an efficient
person in tine, in words, that he has spent so

many words on you is perhaps never before. And |
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know Karl and Nell well. They -- this letter
certainly is a wonderful letter. To the point of
your giving of your fee to one who was not hired
-- you weren’t hired on as pro bono and | think
your conpassion is what |I'’mreading through a | ot
of his words, which mmc the anonynous ball ot
box survey participants, both in the thene
perhaps in the sheer volunme of words. |[|’'ve never
read, | don't think, in this go round nore
conments favorable and going on and on about you.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you, Senator.

VI CE CHAI RVAN RANKIN:  Well and agai n know ng you
professionally for fifteen years, you d nake an
excel l ent judge. Your deneanor as a nmgistrate
both and now as a nediator. |s any other
magi strate serving as a nediator in the state of
South Carolina that you' re aware of, by chance?

JUDGE WALL: | think so, because soneone asked the
question of the attorney general could a ful
time nagi strate open a nedi ati on busi ness. And
everyone thought that was nme but I'ma part-tine
magi strate. So there’'s got to be at |east one
nore out there.

SENATOR RANKIN:. W ain’t seen her or himthis go

around. |’ve never heard of it but kudos to you
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for your wanting to do it. Tenperanent again in
the magistrate’s court. Again you heard a
negati ve comment and again we have to be bal anced
here. Way, way, way in the mnority save perhaps
but one person saying anything ill of you.

JUDGE WALL: But those are the one that stick with
you.

SENATOR RANKIN:  Well don't let themthough, and
that's the problem how you handle the good and
the bad, right? So, again, | want to conplinent
your being here and your bringing your famly. |
think that’'s a testanent not just to you but to
your dad there and to your husband and to your
kids. So it’s a great thing that the famly is
here to support, all of you. Thank you.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you senator.

CHAIRMAN SM TH:  Ms. Ml ver

SENATOR SABB: | vyield.
M5. MCIVER  Go ahead.
SENATOR SABB: No, no. | yield.

M5. MCIVER: Thank you, M. Chairman and Senator Sabb.
| just wanted to touch on one thing. Cbviously
your reconmmendations speak very highly to your
career and what you’ ve done as an attorney and

what you’ ve done in your community. One of the
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things | wanted to touch on also for the benefit
of your famly but for you and for nenbers of the
Comm ssion as well. Because | think we all have
kids. | was |ooking around to make sure | think
|’mright wwth that. And one of the
recomendati ons that was submtted was by it

| ooks |i ke young | awer, Creasie Parrott, is that
right? And sone of her comments | just thought
were very powerful and spoke not only to your
role as a | awyer but as a | eader and an educat or
and sonebody who cares about young peopl e and
about your community. | just wanted to read a
coupl e of her comments. She said, “Holly’ s been
an exceptional nentor and her influence
undoubtedly altered the course of ny life for the
better. Wthout her |I would never have thought
that | could go off to college nuch | ess becone
an attorney who woul d one day be coachi ng her own
nock trial team Holly is the epitone of what a
strong fenmal e role nodel should be for young
girls in our community. Over a decade has passed
since she first inpacted ny life and | still use

the | essons that she has taught ne in both ny

pr of essi onal and personal life on a daily basis.”
So, | just wanted to point out your work in your
Garber Reporting
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community not only as a |awer but as a really
great person and a | eader who's changing |lives as
evi denced by this awesone letter fromthis young
person.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you. Those children, those kids
now young adults taught nme way nore than | taught
them | can assure you of that.

M5. MCIVER  Thank you.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Senat or Sabb.

SENATOR SABB: Thank you, M. Chairman. Although
Lucy, | think, stole ny thunder but yeah and of
course | practice lawin WIlIlianmsburg and Holly’s
ri ght next door. And so | know her by reputation
and know her professionally as well and | coached
the mddle teamfor C.E. Murray in nock trial and
it’s alot of work. And | tried ny best to have
ny students performon the level of Holly's
students. But every year | don’t know how she
managed it but she just had superstars. Every
kid on her teamwas a superstar. And | just know
the kind of work and tinme that it takes to get
those students at that level. And | just admre
the way that her students reflected the best in

our profession, in terns of their demeanor and
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t heir performance and how graci ous they were when
they beat us and all of those other good things.
And | just think that it’s consistent with how
you view the practice of law, and your role as a
| awyer. And obviously it’s nore than just the
cases that you win. And so, you know, to have
sonebody say |’ve known Holly WAll since | was
twelve years old in nock trial and |I'’mwhat | am
t oday because of ny interactions with her, | just
think there’s no greater testanent to us and what
we do than to have the opportunity to touch
sonmebody’s |ife and alter the course in such a
positive way so congratul ati ons and good | uck.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you, Senator. I’'d like to
apol ogi ze to you Senator Talley and M. Strom
|”ve run into you socially over the past nonth or
so and |’ ve been running fromyou and | feel |ike
| was rude and did not use ny manners but ---

MR STROM W under st ood.

REPRESENTATI VE RUTHERFCRD: So many peopl e runni ng.

JUDGE WALL: | apologize that | just wal ked on by.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  You're one of many who’ ve been doi ng
that lately. Al right. Any further questions?

SENATOR TALLEY: M. Chairman.

CHAI RMAN SM TH:  Senat or Tal | ey.
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SENATOR TALLEY: No offense at all taken by that,
certainly understand. But | just wanted to
congratul ate your daughter who just graduated
Vof f or d.

M5. WALL: Thank you.

SENATOR TALLEY: Right. Qur chairman was the highest
GPA in his class at Wfford many, nmany years ago.
| squeaked out several years ago but
congratul ations to you.

M5. WALL: Thank you so mnuch.

CHAIRVMAN SM TH:  All right. Any further questions?
He stole ny thunder but | was going to say you're
probably your greatest achi evenent is making sure
your daughter went to Wfford Coll ege and
graduat ed successfully. So we know she is going
to be very successful in her career when she
graduates fromsuch a fine institution.

JUDGE WALL: Thank you. |'mvery proud.

CHAI RMAN SM TH. She’s in graduate school at USC
VWhat are you doi ng?

M5. WALL: |I'mgetting ny master in social work. |
actually finished nmy |ast paper this norning so
| " mone fourth of the way done.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  So what’s your career plans after?

M5. WALL: |I’mgoing to be a child psychol ogi st.
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CHAI RVMAN SM TH:  Ckay. Well, awesone.
JUDGE WALL: She’s going to save the world.
CHAIRVAN SM TH: | went to sunmmer school one year and

t ook a psychol ogy class but it’'s because it was
easy and | |oved Spartanburg and Wofford. | went
to sunmer school every year | was up there, so.
And | did not have a high GPA but | did wn a |ot
of awards that | can't talk about on the record.

MR. STROM \Wen you graduate, the chairman could use
a child psychol ogi st.

CHAI RMAN SM TH.  Yeah ny children still are going to
need a | ot of psychol ogy when they get finished
wth nme. Al right. Well, no further questions.
This wll conclude this portion of your screening
process. Judge Wall, let nme take this
opportunity to rem nd you that pursuant to the
Conmi ssion’s evaluative criteria, the Conm ssion
expects candidates to follow the spirit as well
as the letter of the ethics law. W will view
viol ations or the appearance of inpropriety as
serious and potentially deserving of heavy wei ght
In the screening deliberations. As you may know
the record will remain open until the fornal
rel ease of the report of qualifications and you

may be called back at such tinme if the need
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ari ses.

and | thank you for your service to the state of
Sout h Carolina.

JUDGE WALL:

We all appreciate it.
CHAIRMAN SM TH. M. Safran noves that we go into
executive session. Al in favor, signify by

sayi ng aye.

CHAIRVAN SM TH: Al opposed.

CHAI RVAN SM TH:  Ayes have it. W are in executive

sessi on.
(There being nothi
6:30 p.m)

Thank you for offering for this position

Thank you, thank you for your service.

(Ayes are heard.)

(No replies are heard.)

ng further the proceeding concluded at
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

|, JENNI FER NOTTLE, COURT REPORTER AND NOTARY PUBLI C
| N AND FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CARCLI NA AT LARGE, HEREBY
CERTI FY THAT | REPORTED TH S PROCEEDI NG ON TUESDAY, THE
30TH DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2021, AND THAT THE FOREGO NG 114
PACGES CONSTI TUTE A TRUE AND CORRECT TRANSCRI PTI ON OF MY
STENOVASK REPORT OF SAI D PROCEEDI NG

| FURTHER CERTI FY THAT | AM NEI THER ATTORNEY NOR
COUNSEL FOR, NOR RELATED TO OR EMPLOYED BY ANY OF THE
PARTI ES CONNECTED WTH THI'S ACTI ON, NOR AM | FI NANCI ALLY
| NTERESTED | N SAI D CAUSE.

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | HAVE SET My HAND AND SEAL THI S
6t h DAY OF JANUARY, 2022,

]
8. PASELAE

3

£
—h

o

JENNI FER NOTTLE, COURT REPORTER
My COWM SSI ON EXPI RES JULY 11, 2023
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